Unusual case of central vein thrombosis and sepsis.
A patient with Crohn's disease who required placement of a right external jugular vein central catheter for total hyperalimentation is presented. Catheter-induced thrombosis and catheter-associated bacteremia and sepsis subsequently developed. Following the description of the case is a brief discussion of the complications inherent in central line placement, the mechanisms by which thrombosis and sepsis occur, and the measures that can be taken to decrease the incidence of thrombosis and sepsis in central line placement. The management of central venous thrombosis and sepsis is medical and not surgical in nature, and consists of catheter removal, antibiotics, and anticoagulation.